
Dear All

As promised in my letter of 13th March, I am writing on behalf of the Committee of the Arts Society
City of Chichester to update you all on our actions on our programme of events for the month of 
April 2020.  There are no surprises here, but inevitably some disappointments.

• Our lecture on Catherine de Medici on 30th April has been cancelled.  Fortunately we have 
been able to rebook Caroline Rayman to give the same lecture in April 2021.

• The visit to Christ’s Hospital school on 23rd April has been cancelled.  We have been sent a 
credit note by Christ’s Hospital and will rebook the visit in 2021.  Everyone who had 
booked and paid for the visit has been refunded.  

• We remain in close touch with Success Tours about the Puglia Tour for 7th to 12th May.  
More definitive information will be sent out by Success Tours around 16th April.

• Our Day of Special Interest on 30th June on Dance and Art has been cancelled.  Anyone who 
booked and paid for the Day will be refunded.

• We have also had to suspend Arts Volunteering activities with schools for the time being, 
and the Church Recording group have put their work at St George’s Wyke on hold.

So that brings you up to date.  The Committee continues to work for the Society and our members 
as best we can.  Apart from all the cancellations and refunding, we are starting to look to our 2021 
programme.   Here is a summary of current activity.

Lectures.  Elaine Leaver is working on the 2021 lecture programme which will include any 
cancellations this year if the lecturers are agreeable.  The Arts Society had to cancel their annual 
Directory Day due to be held on 30th March.  It’s an extraordinary event.  700 to 800 people 
consisting mostly of lecturers, Programme Secretaries and Chairmen, descend on the Westminster 
Hall in London.  The Society representatives sit cheek by jowl in that huge hall to assess 2 minute 
presentations from the stage given by new lecturers on themselves and on their lecture or lectures. 
Then they assess 1 minute presentations given by the established lecturers.  Before and after these 
presentations and during the lunch break, the lecturers sit at tables in alphabetical order and, 
effectively, sell themselves and their wares.  Sort of erudite market. It’s a hectic day but fascinating 
and does seem to work.  This year I believe that Head Office are trying to send out digitalised 
presentations by the new lecturers for assessment.  There is, in any case, an online Directory of 
Lecturers which can be accessed by Programme Secretaries only.

Visits.  Linda Baker is working on her 2021 Visits Programme – again she hopes to include any 
cancelled visits of this year.

Tours.  Celia O’Shea is dealing with Puglia and reporting back.  She is also working on the North 
Yorkshire Tour arranged for 27th September to 1st October this year.  Tickets are available from 
Celia.

Membership.   Tony Hembling continues to deal with membership enquiries which still come in 
fairly regularly. 

Finance  Frances Neave is busy with refunds and the monthly accounts.



As a Committee we will continue to communicate through a monthly ‘virtual’ meeting and Tony 
Clark, Bill Baillieu and myself are meeting weekly via Zoom to deal with any issues for the Society
as they arise.  The Zoom experience - seeing each other on the laptop screen and talking to each 
other, as if we were in the same room - is a first for me!

Finally, and on a broader front, it is well worth keeping up with the Arts Society Bulletins which are
sent online at least monthly.  There is one dated 17th March, for example, entitled ‘Become an 
Instant Expert in Andy Warhol’ by the Arts Society lecturer Dr Suzanne Fagence Cooper.  It’s an 
interesting, easily readable description of the artist and his approach to the art movement that spun 
on celebrity, everyday objects and popular culture.  For someone like me who never really 
understood him, it was well worth reading.

These are dark days – ironic, but fortunate, that we’ve had a number of beautiful Spring days just 
recently.

 We’ll continue to do the best we can for you and, needless to say, we send you every good wish for 
your health and safety.

Do contact us if you have any questions or indeed just want to make contact.  I shall update you all 
again at the end of April.

Betty


