
To the members of the Arts Society City of Chichester 

28th April 2013

Dear All

As promised, I am writing on behalf of the Committee of the Arts
Society City of Chichester to update you on our actions on our
programme of events for the months ahead. 

First, however, I hope that you are all well and managing to cope under these extremely different 
and difficult circumstances.  It is surprising, however, how quickly one starts to adapt.  Five weeks 
ago, I could not have believed that the time would go by so quickly, given that everything in a very 
busy diary was suddenly cancelled and contact with other people was reduced to phone calls, texts 
and emails!  And, zoom was a fast way to travel! Not a means of talking to family, friends and 
colleagues, face to face, on a screen.  For anyone over the age of 70 (and indeed, for some below 
the age of 70) I think that technology has become a fairly important part of life!

Anyway, enough!  
Your Committee continues to work as best we can on your behalf and, in relation to this, let me 
update you first on our postponed Annual General Meeting.  We are obliged to hold an AGM once a
year and we shall certainly do so when we are allowed to.  In the meantime, all our Committee 
members have agreed to remain in their respective roles (thank goodness!).

Lectures. Elaine Leaver has now cancelled the May lecture on Eighteenth to Twentieth Century 
Scottish Artists and the June lecture on Gatsby to Downton.  She has rebooked these two lectures 
and the previous cancellation on Catherine de Medici for 2021.  In addition Elaine has booked six 
more lecturers to deliver on a range of topics for the rest of next year.  Details, as ever, to be 
published in our Newsletter and on our Programme Card available in the autumn.

Visits. Linda Baker cancelled the visit to Christ’s Hospital on 23rd April and the visit to Wilton 
House and Arundells on 20th May and all ticket money has been refunded by Frances.  These visits 
have been rebooked for 2021.  The visit to Sherborne Castle and Athelhampton House is still in 
abeyance but unlikely to go ahead.  Linda will keep us updated.
Linda has also planned the rest of her 2021 programme but it is still too early to book.

Tours. Celia O’Shea continues to work on the Puglia Tour which Success Tours have now cancelled 
and rebooked for 6th to 11th May 2021.
The North Yorkshire Tour from 27th September to 1st October 2020 is still open – details from Celia 
– but under careful consideration and regular review.

Day of Special Interest. This Special Interest Day on Dance and Art on 30th June has now been 
cancelled and all refunds paid.

Arts Volunteering.  All activities in Young Arts have been suspended but do please look at Gill 
Baker’s extremely interesting reports on activities to date on our Website.

Church Recording. Jennifer Woolfrey and her team of Church Recorders are on hold from their 
work at St Georges Church in Whyke.

Membership and Finance. Tony Hembling, our Membership Secretary, continues to deal with 
membership queries.
Frances Neave, our Treasurer, continues to deal with refunds and the monthly accounts.



Overall, I meet, every Friday morning on Zoom, Tony Clark, our Vice Chairman and Bill Baillieu, 
our Secretary, for an overview of what is happening in the Society and to keep a close eye on events
as they affect our future plans.

Our last full Committee meeting was via Zoom and worked reasonably well, considering there were
nine of us.  It is certainly not the same as sitting round a table with everyone, but the format of the 
Committee meeting remains unchanged and the work gets done, opinions are expressed and 
decisions are taken.  And it is such a pleasure to SEE everybody again!

Getting back to technology having become a fairly important part of life, The Arts Society has 
moved very swiftly into providing for our members all manner of online exhibitions, lectures, film 
screenings and live Questions and Answers by authors.  These can all be accessed online by going 
into https://www.connected.theartssociety.org/ 

I find the lectures particularly interesting.  They’re about twenty minutes in length, are available for 
two weeks and are by The Arts Society lecturers, some of whom we have had at the City of 
Chichester – Jacqueline Cockburn, Art Historian, from 7th April and still online, Sarah Dunant, art 
critic, is online from 21st April, Mark Hill, Antiques Roadshow expert, from 5th May, Nicola 
Moorby, J M W Turner expert, from 19th May, Mark Allum, Antiques Roadshow expert, from 2nd 
June, Rebecca Hossack, Aboriginal art expert, from 16th June and Sandy Burnett from 30th June.

Do please keep an eye on our website www.theartssocietycityofchichester.org.uk  .    To the right of 
the home page under “News and Forthcoming Events” you will find regular updates about our 
scheduled activities, sadly mostly concerning cancellations for now.   But in the main part of the 
home page we’ve added lots of information about things you can access on-line covering the arts 
across the board – opera, theatre, drawing lessons, help with creative skills, virtual tours of art 
exhibitions and so on.  This information is regularly updated. There is lots to enjoy that is only a 
click or two away.

So there we are!  I shall write again at the end of May.  We want to keep all our members and those 
people on our Waiting List as up to date as possible with the Society and the way it is being affected
by the unfolding story of this virus.

Please keep safe and well.  We all send our very best wishes to you and your families.

Betty

http://www.theartssocietycityofchichester.org.uk/
https://www.connected.theartssociety.org/

